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SOO MASSACHUSETTS HISTOEICAL SOCIETY. [June, 



JUNE MEETING, 1905. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 8th instant, 
at 12 o'clock, M. ; the President in the chair. 

After the reading of the record of the May meeting and of 
the list of donors to the Library, it was 

Voted, That the stated meetings for July, August, and 
September be omitted, the President and Recording Secretary 
to have authority to call a special meeting if necessary. 

The Librarian announced that, in accordance with a vote of 
the Council, and with the concurrence of the representatives 
of the late Thomas L. Winthrop, fourth President of the So- 
ciety, he had sold a copy of Audubon's " Birds of America," 
given to the Society many years ago by that gentleman. The 
proceeds of the sale — two thousand dollars — would form the 
nucleus of a fund the income of which would be used for 
the purchase of books more germane to the purposes of the 
Society, and the Librarian hoped that the interest would be 
added to the principal until the fund amounted to the sum of 
five thousand dollars or upward. 

The President read a communication from the executors of 
the will of our associate the late William S. Appleton, stating 
that under the terms of Mr. Appleton's will the Society would 
receive the large and important collection of coins and medals 
relating to the United States which had belonged to Mr. 
Appleton. 

The President then said : — 

The painful duty of announcing the loss of a Resident 
Member of the Society once more devolves upon me ; and on 
this occasion it is the loss of one bearing a name than which 
none is more closely, or indeed so closely, associated with either 
the Society or the Commonwealth. I have not examined the 
record to satisfy myself on that point, but I am under the 
impression that this is the first meeting, certainly for a century, 
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possibly since the organization of the Society, that the name 
of Winthrop has not been borne on its rolls. The last bearer 
of that name, Robert C. Winthrop, Jr., — as he elected still to 
be called, though his father, the first Robert C, died more 
than ten years ago, — passed away on the evening of Monday, 
the 5th instant, at his residence here in Boston. Though long 
in declining health, his death, due to heart failure as the im- 
mediate result of a surgical operation, was a surprise and a 
shock. His funeral is announced for to-morrow. Under the 
circumstances I shall confine myself to the usual announce- 
ment from the chair, leaving the customary characterization 
for a future occasion. 

Born in Boston, December 7, 1834, Mr. Winthrop was 
chosen a Resident Member May 8, 1879, and during the presi- 
dency of his father. At the time of his death hia name stood, 
in order of seniority, eighteenth on our roll. For over twenty 
of the twenty-six years of his connection with the Society, 
Mr. Winthrop was one of the most active, interested, and 
influential of its members. More recently, owing to a marked 
tendency to seclusion, — due, as he claimed, to bodily infirmi- 
ties and especially to a growing imperfection of hearing, — he 
had ceased to attend our meetings, the last at which he was 
present, and in which he took characteristic part, having been 
that of February, 1901. Indeed, only on one other occasion, 
I believe (March, 1899), has he attended any meeting held in 
this building. We associate him mainly with our old Tremont 
Street home. There he rarely failed both to be present and to 
participate. 

His first committee service was in 1880, in connection with 
the Winthrop Papers, in the pi-eparation and publication of 
which he took a natural and hereditary pride. The finances 
of the Society were at that time in a far from flourishing state, 
and it was Mr. Winthrop who quietly came forward and met 
the cost, some $1200, of printing the volume (Part IV.) pub- 
lished after he had been made a member of the committee. 
Subsequently, in 1889, 1892, and 1897, he served on the similar 
committees for the publication of Parts V. and VI. of the Win- 
throp Papers and of the volume of Bowdoin and Temple 
Papers. Between 1886 and 1898 his service on other com- 
mittees was almost continuous and never merely nominal. 
He was essentially a working member. For example, from 
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April, 1886, to April, 1889, he was on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Council ; in 1887, on a special committee to 
catalogue the Society's manuscripts ; in 1889, on the committee 
to nominate officers ; in 1896, on the committee to decide and 
act on the financial policy of the Society ; and, in 1898, on 
the Building Committee having charge of the work on this 
edifice. 

Passing to his communications and share in our proceedings, 
besides two lesser memoirs, that on R. M. Mason and that on 
David Sears, he prepared the more elaborate biography of the 
elder Robert C. Winthrop. This last, let me say in passing, 
was not only a most creditable piece of literary work, done 
with much judgment and good taste, but it stands in lasting 
evidence of that abiding and admiring respect for his father 
which was in him so marked a characteristic. Besides the 
above, the list of Mr. Winthrop's miscellaneous formal contri- 
butions, some fifty in number, is too long for detailed enumer- 
ation ; suffice it to say, it includes many of the most valuable 
as well as entertaining papers read at our meetings between 
1880 and 1900. During those years no one was listened to 
with more instruction, certainly no one at times did so much 
to enliven a series of meetings not characterized, as a rule, by 
sallies of humor or aggressiveness of speech. Nor was his 
participation confined to formal papers; and the older mem- 
bers of the Society will bear me out in the statement that, 
when Mr. Winthrop took the floor, whatever degree of listless- 
ness might before have been apparent at once disappeared 
from our gatherings. All was alertness and attention. 

An accomplished host as well as a generous giver, to him 
we owe that most valuable double autograph of Govern- 
ors Bradford and Winthrop which ornaments our entrance 
chamber, one of the most precious of the Society's possessions ; 
and on two occasions at least, the special meeting after the 
death of Charles Deane and the Annual Meeting of April, 
1898, he entertained the Society at his home. 

Altogether I may confidently assert that through a score of 
years no member of our organization was more constant in 
attendance, more fruitful in matter, more entertaining as well 
as instructive in his contributions, more generous in gift and 
more lavish in hospitality than was that friend and associate 
of fifty years whose death I to-day announce. 
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The President also read an interesting and suggestive paper 
embodying " Some Notes made in Africa on the British Occu- 
pation of Egypt and the Soudan, and on the Status of the 
African in the Upper Nile Region," prefacing it with the remark 
that for obvious reasons, which would become apparent in the 
course of the reading, it was not desirable the paper should be 
printed in the Proceedings. 

This paper was followed by some brief extemporaneous 
remarks by Messrs. Gamaliel Bradford, Franklin B. 
Sanborn, and John D. Long. 

A new serial of the Proceedings, containing the record of 
the April and May meetings, was ready for delivery at this 
meeting ; and it was stated that a new volume of the Collec- 
tions, comprising the third part of the Heath Papers, would be 
ready for distribution in the course of the month. 

After the adjournment the members and some invited 
guests were entertained at luncheon in the Ellis Hall by the 
President. 



